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PDK Airport Monthly Meeting -
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Model Building Clinic and Q&A-
Saturday, September 28, 1 p.m.
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4125 GA-20, BUFORD, GA

Join IPMS Atlanta club
members for model

building and conversation
first and last Saturdays of
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HobbyTown
on or after
Saturday, 9/7
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completed
model and
sales receipt
to the 10/16
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CALENDAR

PDK Meeting Notes

8/21/2019 Brief club business meeting ...
1. PayPal: Kim and Art would like to add the capability to improve show payment flexibility.
2. Recognition Plaque: Dave is getting one created to present to Phillip at HobbyTown for the

valuable support he and the crew at HT provide our club.
3. Upcoming Shows: Huntsville AL Saturday, and Region 12 Show 9/14 in Simpsonville, SC.
4. IPMS Nationals Award Winners: Congratulations to Jim Elmore and Joe Scavotto were winners

in Chattanooga.
5. AtlantaCon 2020 Theme: Kim Elmore discussed an example of how to "build the theme around

the people who served" (Editor note: e.g. for Rosie the Riveter, include in a model description the
number of rivets the actual aircraft contained to highlight the effort and support from those who did
the riveting work in the war effort.)

6. CHOA Build Session: Jim Elmore indicated the next build session is scheduled for:
Monday, 2-3 pm, September 23.
Jim thanked Art for leading the last session by himself and asked if at least two to four members
would help out with this next build session. Please let Jim know of your availability. Thanks.

7. October Challenge (Support Your Local Hobby Shop) Club Contest: Purchase a kit from the
Buford HobbyTown on or after Saturday, Sept. 9. Bring the completed model (along with your sales
receipt) to the October 16, PDK meeting to compete in the contest and to get reimbursed for the kit.
.

Members discussed a small but excellent group of models on the table this month.
The "Model of the Month" Award went to Jose Morales, Jr. (Again! Besides building quick he builds well!)
August meeting Raffle winner was Paul Lovell.

Sep 14: IPMS Region 12 Contest
Simpsonville, SC

Sep 28: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
Oct 5: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm
Oct 16: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm
Oct 26: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
Nov 2: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm
Nov 20: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm
Nov 28: Thanksgiving
Nov 30: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
Dec 7: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm
Dec 20: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm

Dec 25: Christmas
Dec 28: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm
2020
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COMPLETED:
MiG-21, Bill Wofford
F-4, Brian Speer
MiG-17, Bill Johnston
B-58, (1/48), Bill Easton
F/A 18, Jim Elmore
F-5, Jim Elmore
A-10, Brian Mason (Lost In Action)
F-117, Gale Brown
B-52, Ed Sveum
USS Skipjack (1/72), Dave Lockhart
F-105, Gale Brown, Bill Easton

IN PROCESS:
F-100, Art Murray
A-10 (Replacement), Ed Hulsey
Berlin Airlift 3-Plane Set (1/144)
Jose Morales Jr, Ray Wheeler, Bill Easton

UNASSIGNED:
A-4
A-6
F-106
F-86
OV-10
OV-1A

All models/kits are 1/32 Scale unless otherwise noted.

Models for the Gwinnett Veterans Memorial Museum
http://vetmemorialmuseum.tripod.com/index.html

Childrens' Healthcare of Atlanta at
Egleston Hospital Model Build Sessions

Next Build Session Scheduled: Monday, 2-3 pm, September 23

Ideally, Jim needs two to four members to participate.
Please contact Jim at 770-962-2584 to let him know if you are available.

CHOA

Please consider building one
of these models. The
museum folks are always
glad to receive a new model
for the museum ceiling
display.

http://vetmemorialmuseum.tripod.com/index.html
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Notes from the Workbench – September 2019 
Dave Lockhart 

IPMS/USA Nationals – After Thoughts 

As with any large event, one looks back and wonders where the time went and what 
the hell really happened!  Shows like the IPMS/USA nationals are a major undertaking 
and require months of hard work by many to put on.  Along with the excitement and 
anticipation building, so does one’s nerves!  To be honest, if you are one of the folks 
responsible for the show, personally it’s not that fun.  Too much to do, too many fires 
to put out, etc.  It’s exhausting and sometimes frustrating but, in the end, when 
attendees come up to tell you what a great show it was, it is worth the blood, sweat 
and tears! 

Kudos to Mike Moore and his Chattanooga Scale Modelers team along with help from 
IPMS Atlanta, IPMS Marietta and other Region 3 chapters.  It was a terrific show.   

Just the numbers speak for themselves: 

• Registrations - 961
• IPMS Gen Ad. - 460
• Non IPMS Gen Ad. - 1288
• Contest entries - 3100
• Additional group entries - 400
• Display only - 1680
• Total models - 5180
• Vendor tables - 450

Numbers aside, the responses from the attendees were terrific.  Many commented 
that this was one of the best nationals they’ve attended.  I know many of you will 
agree. 

There are basically three components to a national:  model room, vendor room & 
seminars. 

This year’s committee made a great decision in having some display only tables in the 
model rooms.  Many of us like to show off our model without having to be in a 
contest.  In addition to the display models there were 3500 contest models & group 
entries. As is true with any nationals, the craftmanship and skills the modelers display 
is amazing.  It can be very inspirational to see these superb models.  Personally, I 
might never get to this level but why not try and step it up a bit! 

They always refer to the vendor room at the nationals as the largest hobby store in 
the world and the vendor room at this year’s nationals did not disappoint.  450 vendor 
tables break the all-time record for IPMS/USA nationals.  It’s like being a kid in a 
candy store!  The highlight was Eduard’s release of their 1/48 P-51 “Chattanooga Choo 
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Choo”.  They sold out their 600 kits in one day. 

Another must see vendor was Wingnut Wings.  In addition to some recent releases 
they had test models for their 1/32 Lancaster.  A very impressive kit – if you have the 
room! 

Tamiya offered a pre-release of their 1/48 P-38.  These were being raffled off at $50 
(the price for the released in Nov will be about $80). A big hit.  From all the build 
reviews and a build from our very own Jose Morales, it looks like a very good kit. 

In addition to spending your retirement funds in the model room, it’s the place to 
meet and socialize with fellow modelers. 

Now to the seminars.  I’m a bit partial (because I was the seminar chair) but we had a 
great slate of presenters at this year’s nationals.  There were 40 seminars.  Personally, 
it was a real treat getting to meet many modelers that I have followed for years from 
either their books, articles, FaceBook posts, YouTube videos.  Topics from weathering, 
to space, ship building, etc.  While it was an honor to chair the seminars, I didn’t get 
to go to any.  Oh well, I can’t wait for the 2020 Nationals in San Marcos, TX! 

The best part of the nationals is getting together with fellow modelers that you see 
only this one time of year.  Many friendships are made over the years and it’s great to 
meet up with them when the nationals roll around. 

Texas is a bit farther than Chattanooga, but if you can, come to next year’s 2020 
IPMS/USA Nationals in San Marcos, TX.  It will be well worth your time. 

Happy modeling 

Dave 
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Congratulations to Jim for scoring five awards!
(shown below)

Chattanooga IPMS Nationals

Award Winners
Jim Elmore

and
Joe Scavotto

Congratulations to Joe!
Third Place, Automotive 1/16 or Larger

For his excellent '31 Ford Model A Street Rod

Thanks to all IPMS Atlanta club members who worked hard to put models on the tables in Chattanooga
to help deliver a fantastic selection of excellent and innovative creations for this year's show!
Thanks also go to Atlanta and Marietta club members who devoted time to helping the Chattanooga
club to complete an excellent show experience!
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Stew Swartz
1:72

Kit: "Don't recall"

PBY-4 Liberator (US Navy)

Paint: Testors
Technique: All hand-painted

Stew built the model when he
was a teen-ager in the '60's.
The real plane was used to

patrol coasts and far off-shore.

Fernando Sanchez
1:35
TAMIYA

AMX-13/75

Paint: Tamiya Earth Brown, Flat
Brown, Flat Black
Techniques: Pigments & oil wash
Add-on: Antennas and holders,
Black/green flags
Resembles a tanquette that
participated in a 1956 Victory March
(Tel Aviv, Jerusalem)

On the Table in August ...
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1:48
Tamiya (new release)

P-38 F/G
(work in progress)

Paint: Vallejo

Techniques: Out of Box,
used "scribble" paint
technique on upper side

1:32
Eduard

Bf-109 E-4

Paint: Vallejo Acrylics
Add on:Areal Line, Photo-

etch and Resin parts
Techniques: Pre & Post

shading (very light)
Model represents a plane
that was shot down and
crash landed in northern

France in 1943.

Two Builds from Jose Morales Jr.

The base for the model sports a full field of static grass. Jose
brought in the tool he used and described how he did it.
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Jim Pernikoff
1:200 (est.)
Atlantis

Attack Saucer

From the movie "Earth vs
The Flying Saucers"

Congratulations to Atlanta's resident publications expert for stepping out of his comfort
zone this month to assemble a model (even if it was only a few pieces) to put on the
table for show and discussion. Good on 'ya, Jim!
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Joe Scavotto and Gale Brown
Scale 1/16

All scratch-built

Speed Demon LSR
(Update on work in process)

Special Techniques being used: 3D Forming, Tube Bending, CAD Programs

The car Joe and Gale are constructing holds the
single engine piston-driven land speed record of 462 mph.
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Latest from
Jim Elmore ...

Odds and Ends Found
Laying Around Being
Converted to Model
Space Ship Parts
(work in progress)
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Model of theMonth

Bf-109 E-4
Build done by

Jose Morales, Jr.
Congratulations Jose!

RaffleWinner

Paul Lovell was the
August Raffle Winner!

Paul selected one of the kits from the
Scalemates Club Stash list he is holding!

Congratulations Paul!

Reminder: Get a free raffle ticket for each model you bring to the monthly meeting.
Build 'em and Bring 'em!

Raffle Note: Lane said using the Scalemates Stash
gives winners a better selection AND keeps him from
lugging kits around each month!
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PDK Monthly Meeting ...
The August meeting held several discussions about activities from the Chattanooga Nationals, and a small
but excellent selection of models on the table!
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Aug/Sep
HobbyTown
Sessions

Jim Elmore added a bag of
kits to the "stash" for the
CHOA sessions with the kids!
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Model Building/Display Areas

Thanks to Ed Hulsey for passing along pictures of
his impressive modeling and display areas!
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Soviet Tanks used as a playground for kids
in a Kibbutz in Northern Israel. 1979.

Sprue Snippings ...
If you run across a source that you think might be helpful to others for their modeling reference, or just for
general interest, please pass it along. For this month ...

Thanks to Michael Blackwood for the following ..

Searching for accurate colors for uniforms leads one to understand that there was no actual standard in
WWII. One uniform would be issued to a part of an army and the next batch would have modifications and
slightly different colors. Mixed and matching was common. Boots were changed anytime a soldier could
upgrade. The boot of choice for Europe was the American Paratrooper Boot. Anytime German soldiers
captured American Paratroopers the American prisoners either wore German boots or were barefoot. The
luckier Germans wore US Jump Boots.
That was a long digression to get my recommending the Osprey Publishing series Men-At-War for uniform
reference from pretty much any army in any war. The paintings they use are especially helpful.

https://ospreypublishing.com/store/military-history/series-books/men-at-arms
Being cheap I normally find the title I want and then head to bookfinder.com to find cheaper prices on used
books.

Picture from the famous Jewish Zoltan
Kluger. The title is "Aviation in
Palestine. 1939."
(For the airplane modelers in the club!)

Fernando Sanchez , at right, taking time
out from modeling to enjoy a visit to
Waikoloa, Kona. Hawai'i.
Fernando specializes in modeling Israeli
armor. He passed along a couple of
pictures below left and right as possible
ideas for dioramas

Jim Pernikoff had originally posted this link on the Marietta Scale Modelers Facebook page showing all the
award wining models by category from the Chattanooga Nationals.
http://svsm.org/gallery/chattanooga2019-awards

https://ospreypublishing.com/store/military-history/series-books/men-at-arms
http://svsm.org/gallery/chattanooga2019-awards
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(Editor Note: First, some comments from Jim on the Chattanooga IPMS Nationals …) 

The vendor area at the Chattanooga IPMS Nationals (aka the World’s Largest Temporary Model 
Shop – with possible apologies to Telford) was quite remarkable, occupying two of the convention 
center’s largest halls, and even with more tables rented than any prior Nationals, there was room 
for at least 30 more tables!  And this was in spite of the space taken up near the back by the 
quite-popular concession stand and its dining tables; I think most of us had at least one lunch 
there during the proceedings. 

Many of the big-name kit manufacturers were represented, though some were only displaying 
their new wares and not selling; sometimes other vendors in the room were able to take care of 
that.  Academy, AFV Club, Airfix, Atlantis, Eduard, HK Models, Italeri, Revell/Monogram, Special 
Hobby, Tamiya, Wingnut Wings and Zoukei-Mura were joined by suppliers of decals, paints and 
accessories.  Other smaller and specialty brands were represented by the likes of Cult TV Man and 
Joe Francesco of Joe’s Models.  Publishers on hand included Casemate, Detail & Scale, Guideline, 
Sabot and SAM Publications, and authors selling their books included Dana Bell, David Doyle and 
Tommy Thomason.  Online dealers in the room included Squadron, UMM and Free Time, whose 
setup in one corner was basically a “store within a store”, with their own entrance and exit, and 
of course the latest in large scale warship kits.  And there were a few individuals with their own 
tables, including the inevitable (!) Dick Cowart.  I doubt if anyone there didn’t buy something 
during the weekend, and I’m certain many of us spent more than we had intended, but that’s the 
Nationals. 

(No-shows I was disappointed not to see?  I’d put Trumpeter/Hobby Boss at the top, though 
maybe they’re sore at us for the tariff tiff, and I would also have liked to have seen Valiant Wings 
Publishing.) 

You’ll probably have heard of the big Tamiya raffle, of some 300 examples of their not-yet-
released P-38F/G in 1/48, which came in a plain white box but did have decals and instructions.  
Every registrant got one ticket, but on Saturday enough kits were still available that they were 
just reading off numbers to a rather large crowd in the hallway.  This harkens back to the days 
when Minicraft actually gave new kits in bags to all registrants; this time, winning the raffle 
didn’t get you the kit, only the chance to BUY one for $50!  But the kit was in high demand in 
spite of that.  (It will sell for more in the stores.) 

Meanwhile, the “Mother of All Raffles” went on in the back corner of the vendor hall; even 
though it was quite far removed from the other vendor tables, Chuck Davenport, Phil Hale and 
their helpers were never lonely during the course of the weekend.  When it came time to close 
up shop, they simply donated all the remaining unclaimed items to the society to donate to 
charity, which seems like a noble thing to do. 

The seminars were nicely diverse and well-planned, though many had the inevitable problem at 
times of wanting to be in two places at once, but that’s life.  I only attended two: one on the 
history of the famous B-17D “The Swoose”, and one on the markings of interwar U.S. battleship 
and cruiser aircraft by Dana Bell.  Our own Dave Lockhart should be congratulated on a job well 
done. 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS
by Jim Pernikoff
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The model room was vast but the aisles looked awfully wide at first blush; that was because their 
table supplier dropped the ball, bringing 24 x 72” tables instead of 30 x 96” tables!  An excellent 
effort to find more tables (even some from Atlanta) saved the day and ensured enough space for 
all the models, with aisles that were still comfortably wide.  One consideration was the 
unexpectedly large number of non-competition display models that answered the call: some 
1675, including some vast collections and some former contest winners.  And the Best in Show 
winner (picked by both the judges and modelers) was a Grumman product: a scratchbuilt, 
cutaway 1/24 model of the Lunar Module, spectacular by any standard. 

I had a good time throughout, though the ¼-mile length of the convention center took a toll on 
my feet.  I actually stayed at a La Quinta in East Ridge the first two nights to cut down on costs, 
and at about 60% of the cost of the Marriott, it actually had two things the Marriott did not have: 
microwave ovens in every room (which I used on leftovers for dinner both nights) and free 
breakfast, which was better than in some motels I’ve been to, including bacon, sausage, eggs, 
grits and waffles.  But the Marriott was more convenient and I did not mind spending the extra 
money for the last two nights, especially since the view from my 16th floor window was delightful.  
And considering the daily heat, paying for the covered parking deck was not an issue, though the 
rather bizarre traffic patterns in that deck I still find puzzling! 

As you probably know, 2020 will be in San Marcos, TX (between Austin and San Antonio, about 950 
road miles from here, via Montgomery, Mobile, Baton Rouge & Houston), 2021 will be in Las Vegas 
and 2022 will be back in Omaha.  Supposedly the Marriott and the Chattanooga Convention 
Center are requesting an encore, so who knows, we may be back there in four years! 

I bought two new kits at the Nats, one of which I expected, and that was the new 1/72 kit of the 
Horten Ho 229 from Zoukei-Mura, their first effort in the scale, and obviously shrunken down 
from their prior efforts.  The kit also included a 1/144 version, so this may be the first time a 
kitmaker had kits of the same aircraft in four different scales!  The 1/72 kit has a similar level of 
detail to the bigger versions, with detailed engines and cannons and their support structure, a 
detailed cockpit and landing gear and interior wing detail; there are about 80 parts on 10 gray 
sprues and 1 clear one, each individually bagged, and the instructions take up 15 pages in the 
booklet.  The 1/144 cutie is far simpler, with 18 parts on 1 gray sprue and 1 clear one, taking up 
only 2 pages in the booklet.  The decal sheet provides plenty of choices for both scales; after all, 
this was a hypothetical aircraft.  I asked Z-M about future efforts in 1/72 and they naturally 
remained non-committal, waiting to see how this one sells.  (It was $39, by the way.)  I suggested 
the Do 335 as a possible next choice. 

The other new kit was at the other end of the spectrum completely, the “Earth vs the Flying 
Saucers” Attack Saucer from Atlantis (#1005S), one of a series of flying saucers from movies and 
television.  Although I agree with those who say that “The Day the Earth Stood Still” was the best 
film of this genre, this 1956 movie, with its great Ray Harryhausen automation, has always been 
my favorite “saucer flick”.  The model is about 5” across, which most say is around 1/200 scale.  
This “limited Metallic edition” is the second of the kit; the first came in translucent white plastic 
(and was marked “skill level 1”); this one comes in a gray plastic which more closely resembles 
what is seen on the screen (though the movie is in b&w, so who really knows?).  Suffice it to say 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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that, in my opinion, this version needs no painting.  The only other change in this edition is a 
different cardboard backdrop on which to display the model, but for some reason it is now “skill 
level 2”, which makes no sense whatsoever.  The kit is utter simplicity, with 4 snap-together 
parts, only 3 of which can be used at one time, since you have a choice on the underside of the 
saucer of either using the landing tube (with which the vehicle lands on the ground) or the ray 
gun, capable of sinking a Navy destroyer with a five-second blast!  (A small white stand is 
included if you want to display the model with ray gun installed.)  There is also a small battery-
powered light to put inside the saucer, but mine was initially the victim of dead batteries.  This 
worked fine with the original white plastic, but the new gray plastic does not really seem 
translucent enough to make this feature worthwhile.  A company called Red Planet actually 
makes the alien figures in the same scale as this kit, but they are currently out of stock.  While 
this effort may resemble a toy more than a serious model kit, it does look like the “real thing”, 
and isn’t that what really counts? 

Now on to the printed matter, and I will start with the new books purchased in Chattanooga, all 
but one published in the U.K., which today isn’t much of a surprise. 

This is a great time to be a fan of “Heinemann’s Hot Rod”, aka the A-4 Skyhawk.  
Ginter Books is about to release the EIGHTH A-4 book (#110) in their Naval 
Fighters series; SAM Publications recently added the A-4 as #32 in their 
Modellers Datafile series; Crecy is about to release a revised edition of 
Scooter!, Tommy Thomason’s impressive book; and now Guideline Publications 
has released #121 in their Warpaint series, Douglas A-4 Skyhawk, which was on 
sale at a bargain price.  At 142 pages, this is the biggest book yet in the series, 
covering all variants including the conversions, service in the USN and then the 
USMC, as well as the 9 foreign users and even some limited civilian use.  The 

tables listing kits, decals and accessories total 5 pages (!), there are 6 pages 
showing the production line and close-up details, and 11 pages of color side views.  There is also 
a four-page pullout containing line drawings in 1/72 scale of the principal A-4 variants.  Is this the 
definitive A-4 book for modelers?  Well, the SAM book should be a bit more modeler oriented, and 
Thomason’s book is terrific, so you’ll have to decide for yourself.  But there is a lot to be said for 
this book in 142 pages. 

Also from Guideline is Aircraft in Profile Volume 02, US Navy and Air 
Force (not to be confused with any prior series called Aircraft in Profile).  
This consists of six existing 12-page features taken from the pages of Scale 
Aircraft Modelling magazine.  These include text, photos, line drawings, 
color drawings and a list of models, decals and accessories.  Of the six 
aircraft shown on the cover, four features cover the OV-10, A-3, F-105 and 
Beech 18; the F-86 represents the 21st Tactical Fighter Wing, which also 
used F-100s, while the C-47 represents Reserve Air Wing 91, which used a 
wide variety of aircraft at two Rhode Island NAS’s.  (Volume 01 covered 
British aircraft.)  Even if you’ve seen this material before in the magazine, 
it is still good to have this material together in a very useful book. 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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Yet another new Guideline series is debuted by Warpaint Profile and Line 
Drawing Special No. 1, American Aircraft of World War II, which again consists 
of existing material, this time taken from the now-extensive line of Warpaint 
books.  Each aircraft is introduced by ½ page of text and a photo; the rest is an 
average of 11 pages of both line drawings and color views.  Whether this 
consists of all such drawings that appeared in the original books I do not know, 
but it is plenty!  Aircraft included are the A-20, B-17, B-24, B-25, B-26, F4U, F6F 
and P-40, so there is plenty available for a future sequel.  If you like the aircraft 
included, this will give you lots of ideas for future models.  Again, even if you 
have the individual books, this can be a useful resource. 

Another busy British series is the TankCraft series from Pen & Sword, and 
#15 is on the Chieftain, the prime British tank of the late ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.  
To me the Chieftain was the first real Main Battle Tank, as earlier vehicles 
referred to that way like the M60, T-62, AMX-30 and Leopard I were, to me, 
developments of existing medium tanks, while the Chieftain, which did have 
Centurion DNA in it, was really all new, and introduced features common to 
all later MBTs: being lower and wider, with the armament and protection of 
previous heavy tanks (it was the first tank of this size with a 120mm gun), 
and the agility of a fast medium tank.  The book naturally follows the series 
formula: a development history, a detailed description, a service history, 
four-view drawings of all the standard camouflage schemes, a gallery of built-up models and a 
survey of available kits and accessories.  I think the Chieftain has suffered in-print compared to 
both its Centurion predecessor and Challenger successor, and this book will help to make up for 
that. 

The one new American book is Aircraft Pictorial #9 from Classic 
Warships Publishing, called Aircraft Painting Guide Vol. 1.  For 
a series generally covering naval topics, this volume deals with 
U.S. Army aviation coverage from the end of WWI through to the 
end of camouflage late in WWII.  Using text, drawings and 
mostly color photos, long-time IPMSer Dana Bell shows how the 
requirements changed with time and how variations occurred.  
There are color chips and lists of official paints and 
manufacturer codes, and some interesting facts, like the fact 
that North American used American Olive Drab and British Dark 

Green interchangeably on the Mustangs they produced right up to the end of camouflage!  
Ironically, some of Bell’s references are the books he wrote in the past for Squadron Signal, which 
is a sign that the data has not changed much.  If you like building camouflaged U.S. Army aircraft 
of WWII, this is a good book to have.  Presumably further books in the series will cover U.S. Navy 
aircraft and perhaps those of other forces. 

Now for books received before the Nats.  Last month I reviewed a “how to” manual from AK 
Interactive and Kalmbach.   This month there is another, from of all people, Haynes, whose 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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Model Builders’ Manual is written by well-known IPMSer Mat Irvine, with 
a layout similar to their workshop manuals.  The first 65 pages is quite 
interesting, with a history of scale modeling, which also describes other 
types of models, such as those built for I.D. purposes or for promotional 
display.  There is a description of the various types of plastic used over 
the years, a chapter on the concept of scale and how some popular 
scales came to be, a chapter showing how kits are designed and 
manufactured, and a chapter on the business of marketing models, 
including sharing of molds and transferring them from company to 
company.  This section features a lot of examples of box art.  When we 
finally get around to the actual model building, there is the expected chapter on setting up a 
workshop, acquiring and using tools and glues, and storage of supplies.  There is a chapter on 
paints, one on basic construction, one on decals, one on displays and dioramas, and one on 
alternative techniques like vacuforming, using resin, white metal and photo-etched parts, and of 
course 3D printing.  There is a chapter on kit collecting (our old friend John Burns is included) 
and one on clubs, competitions and photography.  A great appendix lists and provides contact 
information for both major and minor kit and supply manufacturers, and there is a good index.  
So every aspect of the hobby is pretty well covered.  You may not learn much new, but the book 
is a feast for the eyes and quite entertaining, especially those introductory chapters. 

Generally, Ginter Books are on aircraft, but my favorite series of theirs is 
the U.S. Navy Squadron Histories, since Ginter bypasses the more famous 
squadrons for those that are lesser known but very interesting.  My favorite 
two aviation books so far this year are on Electronic Aggressors, A pictorial 
history of the U.S. Navy Electronic Threat Environment Squadrons.  Part 
One (#303) mainly features the squadron variously known as VC-33, 
VA(AW)-33, VAW-33 and VAQ-33 from 1949 to 1977.  After initially flying 
Avengers, they spent a long period on AD-4 Skyraiders, making numerous 
cruises on at least 10 different carriers, mainly in the Mediterranean but 
also seeing some combat in Korea.  When they became an All-Weather 
squadron they switched to the wide-body AD-5, which gradually changed to 

the new gray colors.  They also acquired a few S2Fs.  When they became an Early Warning 
squadron, the Skyraiders became AD-5Qs or AD-5Ws, which became EA-1Es in 1962, and they also 
received some EC-1 Traders, which looked like S-2s but had the wider fuselage.  In 1969 they 
became part of a larger organization called the Fleet Electronic Warfare Support Group (FEWSG) 
and added ERA-3, EA-4 and EF-4 aircraft, along with a land-based contingent flying EB-47s (yes, 
the Navy did fly Stratojets, into the 1970s!) and EC-121s.  After having been a carrier-based unit, 
they then spent most of the ‘70s on dry land as an electronic warfare training squadron.  The 
important thing to remember is that there are numerous color photos and color drawings of these 
most interesting aircraft types.  Why build ordinary A-1s, A-3s, A-4s and B-47s when you can build 
something a bit different?  And one bonus is the inclusion of parts of the NATOPS Flight Manual for 
the ERA-3B Skywarrior, with lots of the charts included, in true Ginter Books style. 
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Part Two (#304) adds VAQ-34, VAQ-35 and VQ-11 from the period 
1978-2000.  An additional training function saw the addition of TA-3s to the 
fleet; for the electronic missions the NKC-135A (in Navy markings) and 
EA-6A were added; the two-seat Intruders saw lots of use before being 
augmented and eventually replaced by four-seat EA-6B Prowlers.  Also 
added later were unique two-seat EA-7L Corsairs and the only DC-8 in the 
military, designated EC-24A.  Last to be added were several EP-3J Orions.  
In 1993, the three VAQ squadrons were disestablished and most of the 
smaller aircraft were divested to other units.  The NKC-135s and EC-24 
continued to fly under FEWSG until they were retired to AMARC; the EP-3Js 
were transferred to the new VQ-11, but that lasted only until 2000, when the entire operational 
setup was transferred to reserve units, which results in the end of coverage in the book.  Again, 
lots of fantastic photos and color drawings of some very neat aircraft, as well as portions of the 
Capabilities Manuals for both the NKC-135A and the EC-24A!  Combined the two books total 432 
pages and list for over $100 (but are available for less from Ginter), but this is real quality work 
by author Angelo Romano (who also did the color profiles). 

Harpia Publishing has been the most up-to-date source for information on the 
Chinese and Russian military aviation for some time now, and they are at it with 
two new books.  Modern Chinese Airplanes, Chinese Army Aviation – Aircraft 
and Units is the third and last in a trilogy that replaces their original single-
volume 2012 release.  (The other volumes, both previously reviewed in this 
column, covered Air Force and Navy aircraft, of course).  Naturally, this one is 
largely helicopters, some new designs and some quite elderly, but there are a 
few fixed-wing types.  An introduction is followed by a chapter on insignia and 
markings, then all of the aircraft types are described in depth, with smallish 

color photos, but none of the real detailed sort that modelers would have found handy.  There is 
a chapter on armament and stores, one on the training syllabus, and an extensive order of battle, 
with maps.  Finally, there is a chapter on paramilitary units, which mainly consist of police units 
that could be useful in time of conflict.  Obviously, if you care about the topic, this is the book to 
have, though more close-up photos would have been nice. 

Also from Harpia is Flashpoint Russia, Russia’s Air Power: Capabilities and 
Structure which is similar to their previous book of this type about China, 
and a follow on to their three volumes on Russian aircraft and armaments.  
As the name implies, this is about the force rather than its equipment.  
There is an extensive breakdown of the organization of the Russian military 
aviation, including the naval component and the National Guard, with the 
individual units listed with their aviation assets and shown on maps.  There 
is a chapter on military aircraft acquisition policy and one on insignia.  
Unfortunately, individual unit insignia are not shown.  There are extensive 
photos of aircraft, but again they are rather small and not of too much use 
to modelers.  Still, if you want to know how Putin’s people run their air 
force, this is a good book to have! 
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From Osprey comes Duel #95, USAF F-105 Thunderchief vs VPAF MiG-17, 
which covers air combat between two highly dissimilar fighters during the early 
years of the war, 1965-68.  The book starts, as usual, describing the 
development of the two types in detail, with good annotated drawings of the 
cockpits and the guns, and analyzes their strengths and weaknesses.  One 
might have expected the MiGs to have had a distinct advantage against the 
slow-turning “Thuds”, but the USAF pilots were actually the more experienced, 
many having served in Korea, and the speed and acceleration of the F-105 
often saved the day.  The use of early Sidewinders, although not always 

reliable, was also a plus.  Ultimately the U.S. pilots did outscore the MiGs, many which were 
being flown by North Korean pilots, but suffered enormous losses to SAMs and AAA, in spite of the 
use of Wild Weasel aircraft.  By 1968, F-4s and MiG-21s were replacing these combatants.  This is 
an interesting read in the history of air combat. 

Also from Osprey is New Vanguard #272, Churchill Infantry Tank, officially 
the A22 Infantry Tank Mk. IV, which looked almost like a throwback to WWI 
but was quite effective.  All variants from the A20 pilot vehicle to the A43 
Black Prince are covered technically in substantial detail, but where the 
book comes up short is in the tank’s service history; even in a series where 
that is not a priority, the coverage here is unusually weak, aside from 
describing the Dieppe disaster and some action in north Africa.  You’d think 
that the Churchill never saw action in Europe from what is here.  The 
artwork is also mediocre, aside from a nice isometric cutaway of a Churchill 
IV.  Certainly not the best book on the subject, but acceptable at the modest price. 

Several months ago I reviewed British Cold War Stories from Mortons Media.  
They have followed up with American Cold War Stories to the same format, 
and there is some real good stuff.  There are articles on the XB-35 and 
NB-36H (the one that carried a nuclear reactor) with some good technical 
drawings.  Also the use of the F-84 in Korea and in Europe, some radical 
unbuilt spyplane projects that were to be powered by hydrogen, an A-4 
accident that put a nuke at the bottom of the Philippine Sea, a secret 
Vietnam operation to destroy MiGs on the ground, and extensive coverage of 
the still-mysterious Air America.  The British had to get their two-cents in, 

which they do by describing the SR-71 activities while based in the U.K.  There 
is some good reading and information here and even some possible modeling 
ideas. 

From rival Key Publishing comes the U.S. Navy & Marine Corps Air Power 
Yearbook 2019, which continues the standard format in the annual series.  
Keynote articles highlight the 50th year of Topgun, the achievement of IOC by 
the F-35C, the retirement of the EA-6B, testing at China Lake, and the C-40 
Clipper (aka the Boeing 737).  Then come the usual lists of active aircraft 
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(major and minor), units and bases, with the USMC information listed separately.  This and the 
companion USAF issue are good to have on hand to know where and how our military aviation 

assets are being deployed; leave it to the Brits to tell us! 

Finally this month, and also from Key, is Aviation Archive #44, Transatlantic 
Flight, 100 glorious years, which begins with pioneers like Alcock & Brown 
and Lindbergh, then has features on the great airships and flying boats, then 
the propliners, the early jets, the first jumbo jets, and finally today’s 
stalwarts like the A330 and 777.  A total of 30 people or aircraft are featured, 
even the Sikorsky S-42 and Fw 200 Condor!  As usual, the photos are large and 
clear and there are a few isometric cutaways for superdetailing fans. 
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Here are some upcoming books in the various continuing series from Pen & Sword in the U.K.  All 
dates shown are subject to change: 
P-51 Mustang (FlightCraft) (October) 
Challenger 1 (TankCraft) (October) 
Bugatti Type 35 (CarCraft) (October) (new series) 
Korean War Allied Surge (Cold War 1945-1991) (October) 
Suez Crisis 1956 (Cold War 1945-1991) (November) 
The Battle for Laos (Cold War 1945-1991) (December) 
Riverine Craft of the Vietnam War (ShipCraft) (January) 
Bren Gun Carrier (LandCraft) (February) 
M1 Abrams (TankCraft) (March) 
M48 Patton (TankCraft) (April) 
North Vietnam’s 1972 Easter Offensive (Cold War 1945-1991) (June) 

The multi-faceted Legends of Warfare series from Schiffer continues onward; here are coming 
attractions: 
P-38 Lightning, Vol. 2 (P-38J to M) (October) 
De Havilland Mosquito, Vol. 1 (Fighters & F.B.s) (October) 
Stuart Tank, Vol. 2 (M5 & M8 HMC) (October) 
M551 Sheridan (October) 
USS New York BB-34 (October) 
Messerschmitt Bf 109E (November) 
Avro Lancaster (November) 
SBD Dauntless (November) 
Tigers I and II (November) 
Sherman Tank, Vol. 2 (November) 
M24 Chaffee, Vol. 1 (November) 
USS Hornet CV-8 (November) 
USS Nimitz CVN-68 (November) 
US Landing Craft of WWII, Vol. 1 (LCP, LCV, LCVP, LCM, LCI) (November) 
F/A-18E/F Hornet & EA-18G Growler (March) 
P-8 Poseidon (March) 
Harley-Davidson WLA (March) 
USS Lexington CV-16 (March) 
P-51 Mustang, Vol. 2 (P-51D, H & K) (April) 
B-29 Superfortress, Vol. 1 (XB-29 thru B-29B in WWII) (April) 
TBF/TBM Avenger (April) 
Hummel & Nashorn/Hornisse (April) 
B-17 Flying Fortress, Vol. 1 (XB-17 thru B-17D) (May) 
Panzerkampfwagen III (May) 
M18 Hellcat (May) 
Humvee (May) 
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Liberty Ships (May) 
The various @War series from Helion, which generally cover minor conflicts in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, the Middle East, and now Europe, continue to proliferate.  Some of the older Africa 
titles (not shown below) are being updated to add new color side views.  This list is not complete: 
Paradise Afire, Vol. 2: The Sri Lankan War 1987-1990 (Asia) (October) 
Trieste Crisis 1953: The First Cold War Confrontation in Europe (Europe) (October) (new series) 
Nicaragua 1961-1990, Vol. 2: The Contra War (Latin America) (October) 
Paulista War: The Last Civil War in Brazil, 1932 (Latin America) (October) 
Air Power and the Arab World, Vol. 1: Military Flying in Arab Countries 1909-1916 (Middle East) 
(November) 
At the Forward Edge of Battle: The Pakistan Armoured Corps 1938-2016, Vol. 1 (Asia) (November) 
Emperor’s Own: Ethiopian Forces in the Korean War (Asia) (November) 
UNEF, The Yugoslav Army Contingent: In the Sinai Peninsula 1956-1967 (Middle East) (December) 
At the Forward Edge of Battle: The Pakistan Armoured Corps 1938-2016, Vol. 2 (Asia) (December) 
Showdown in Western Sahara, Vol. 2: Air Warfare Over the Last African Colony 1975-1991 (Africa) 
(Dec.) 
The Yugoslav Air Force in the Battles for Slovenia, Croatia & Bosnia, Vol. 1: 1991-1992 (Europe) 
(January) 
Caribbean Legion & its Mercenary Air Force, 1947-1950 (Latin America) (January) 
Sentries Over Europe: Boeing E-3 Sentry in Combat Operations, 1979-2014 (Europe) (January) 
The Military & Police Forces of the Gulf States, Vol. 3: Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar (Middle East) 
(February) 
College Eye: Lockheed EC-121 Warning Star in the Vietnam War, 1967-1972 (Asia) (February) 
Skyhawks Over the South Atlantic: Argentine Skyhawks in the Malvinas War 1982 (Latin America) 
(February) 
Revolucion Libertadora: The Argentine Revolutions of 1955 (Latin America) (March) 
Hot Skies of the Cold War: The Bulgarian Air Force in the 1950s (Europe) (March) 
Against All Odds: The Pakistani Air Force in the 1971 Indo-Pakistani War (Asia) (April) 
Hunt For the U-2: Interceptions of Lockheed U-2 Over the USSR, Cuba and China, 1959-1968 
(Europe) (April) 
Kargil 1999: South Asia’s First Post-Nuclear Conflict (Asia) (May) 
Air Wars Between Ecuador & Peru, Vol. 2: Aerial Ops Over the Condor Mountain Range, 1981 (L. 
A.) (May) 
In the Claws of the Tomcat: U.S. Navy F-14 Tomcat in Combat, 1987-2000 (Middle East) (May) 
The Chaco War, 1932-1935: Fighting in Green Hell (Latin America) (June) 
The Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, Vol. 1: Birth of a Nation (Asia) (June) 
Tito’s Underground Air Base: Bihac (Zeljava) Yugoslav Air Force Base, 1964-1992 (Europe) (June) 
Silver Birds Over the Estuary: The MiG-21 in Yugoslav & Serbian Service, 1962-2019 (Europe) (July) 
Air Power and the Arab World, Vol. 2: Military Flying in Arab Countries 1916-1918 (Middle East) 
(July) 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued



The Trim Tab September 2019 Page 28

Resin Kits. My findings after checking five (5) resin kits manufacturers (RKM). 
By Fernando Sánchez. 
 
I rarely work with resin kits. Nothing against them, it’s just that there are so many “standards” plastic 
injection kits (PIK), that by the law of “Large Numbers”, I am “always” searching for the later ones. 
Strangely enough, I recently ended up with eight (8) resin kits from different providers. So, I decided to 
give me the opportunity to study them more closely. Here are my findings. 
 
The manufacturers and their respective kits are: 

1) Tactical Models (from Argentina). info@tacticalmodels.com.ar.  Model: TAM (Tanque Argentino 
Mediano – Argentinean Medium Tank). Scale 1/72 

2) Modelkrak (from Czech Republic). Models distributed by a third party. Models: Soviets T-35, T-
28, Ba-10. All in Scale 1/72 

3) Planet Models (from Czech Republic). Is a brand of a bigger company: MPM production s.r.o., 
that has many other product lines. Model: Soviet SAM-2 Guideline (S-75). With photo-etch 
parts.Scale 1/72 

4) Commander Series Models (from U.S.A) http://ironshipwrights.com/armor_welcome.html 
Model: PzKpfw !a Conversion for Italeri Pz Ib. Scale 1/35 

5) MB Models (from U.S.A.).  Models: French FT-17, and Soviet BT-7 (1937). Scale 1/35 
 
Opening statement: I have to say is that I have respect for all the RKMs because they had the initiative, 
courage, and effort to create and produce artifacts for the entertainment of others. So, my kudos to all of 
them, especially because they are competing against world class PIMs with excellent quality and 
tremendous marketing budgets. So, any possible highlight of molding defects or inaccuracies in this 
article are just to compare inherent design, manufacturing, or pouring methods, and, the quality of the 
base resin found in their local markets. Remember, most of RKMs work  
for household garages and basements. 
 

This first Manufacturer -Tactical Models-, specializes in 1/72 scale models. Their 
offer is limited, but the kits have a decent degree of details. Also, they have photo-
etch part (or parts, in plural) depending the kit you buy. The TAM also has a magnetic 
piece that holds the turret in place. The “thing” that still puzzles me is that the resin 
parts are “painted”. What are the painted for? I have no idea. For once, that white 
paint is not a primer (I checked that). The paint is not smooth, so you must sand it; 
not a big deal, by the way. Next, the paint in some places covers some defects (for 
example, production scratches in the turret), but for the rest of the model, it doesn’t 
seem to perform any aesthetic or functional mission, go figure. Very straight forward 
construction. I liked it, a lot. 
 

 
The second manufacturer -Modelkrak- has a 
very extensive offer in relation to other RKMs, 
regarding scales, topics, nationalities, etc. 
Those are good news. Now, bad news. I 
cannot speak for the entire line of products, 
but the three (3) kits I assembled have so 
many inherent design, molding and resin 
quality defects, that I spent a good 75% of the 
building time correcting problems. The 

problems I found in the three models are: A) Pieces bending due resin shrinking, 
specially the long ones (wheel carriage parts, and tank tracks); B) un-aligned pieces 
(wheel carriage parts -front and rear; and whole wheel carriage parts in relation to 
the tank hulls; C) Air bubbles inside the parts that had to filled with putty; D) Resin 
bubbles outside the parts that had to cut with a knife, plus sanding; D) Visible wires 
used as fillers to add strength to cannons, and other long parts. The problem here 
is that those fillers avoided resin to properly flow around the mold, so, I had to add 
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putty (Joke: A filler to cover another filler); E) Poor detailing in 
recesses, and non-symmetrical details (such as non-rectangular 
doors/openings); F) Resin overflowing in mold “void” areas. I had 
to make every single whole (480 of them) for the T-35’s tracks; G) 
No instruction sheets. Now, because of the theory “if life gives you 
a lemon, ….”, I am having a lot of fun enhancing my painting and 
weathering skills. The result will come -I hope- very nice. Will keep 
you posted. 

 
The third manufacturer -Planet Models- is a brand of a 
bigger company: MPM Production s.r.o., that offers kits 
from subjects -I have to say- that I never heard in my entire 
life (check their website). This is simply an excellent kit! 
Boring and sturdy box, cheap but effective presentation, 
excellent instruction manual, well design and manufactured 
kit. Well poured. Only three air bubbles at the bottom of the 
base. Good touch feeling all around the surface. I 
assembled it in 60 minutes. No kidding. I don’t have too 
much to say, just to repeat, this is an excellent kit. From what I saw, the other kits follow the same 
standard. 
 

 
Fourth -Commander Series Models-, After checking 
the conversion I got, which is very good, I took the time 
to visit their website. I see there is improvement from 
the moment the conversion I have was made until the 
offers they have now. The visual findings left me 
gawking. The details are so perfect, that I felt I only had 
to add gasoline and they would run all over my table. 
Can’t wait to put my hands in one of them. By the way, 
owner, Jon Warneke, told me this kit has been out of 
production for over 20 years. So, get one, it is vintage! 
 

 
And finally, número cinco -MB Models-. It looks this is a 
defunct company owned by Mike Bishop (MB). If wrong, 
please contact me ASAP to correct mistake. If it is defunct, 
what a shame! These kits are just wonderful. They are a 
made of good resin, and well cured. Details proper from the 
1990s era. Came with white metal tracks and photo-etch 
parts. What I liked the most was that the instruction sheet 
also had listed a bibliography! I see Mike Bishop really took 
seriously his business. The fact that the instruction sheet if 
filled with “live” pictures and wordy explanations, tells me 
that he used his resources to his best, and cared about not 
only “his” final product, but yours (the modelist) as well. 
 
 
 
 
Closing statement: Once you know them, resin kits are not 
“that” weird. There is market and love for everything! 
 
P.S.: I will appreciate comments, suggestions, and inquiries about this, or any other published article. My 
email is ucookandeat@gmail.com. Thanks, Fernando. 
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Scale Modeler's Brag Sheet

Model Subject: ________________________________________________________________

Kit Used: ____________________________________________________________________

Scale: _______________________________________________________________________

Add-ons: _____________________________________________________________________

Paints: _______________________________________________________________________

Special Techniques: ____________________________________________________________

Any Historical/Background Information: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Modeler's Name: _______________________________________________________________

Scale Modeler's Brag Sheet

Model Subject: ________________________________________________________________

Kit Used: ____________________________________________________________________

Scale: _______________________________________________________________________

Add-ons: _____________________________________________________________________

Paints: _______________________________________________________________________

Special Techniques: ____________________________________________________________

Any Historical/Background Information: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Modeler's Name: _______________________________________________________________

Fill out and bring with your
model to the club meeting.

Fill out and bring with your
model to the club meeting.
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International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

 
New �  Renewal �   IPMS#: _____________ 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________ State: ________________ Zip Code: _____________ 
 
Phone: ___________________ E-Mail: ______________________________ 
 
Chapter Affiliation, if any: _______________________________ 
 
Junior (17 years or younger) � $17.00 Date of Birth _________ 
AduIt   One year � $30.00  
 Two years � $58.00  
 Three years � $86.00  
Canada & Mexico � $35.00  
Foreign Surface � $38.00  
Family  � Adult fee + $5.00  
  # of cards? ___  

   
Your Signature: ______________________________________  
 
If recommended by an IPMS member, please provide his/her: 
Name: _______________________________  IPMS #: ______ 
 
PAYMENT OPTIONS: 
Cash �      Amount: ____________  
Check � Check #: ______   Amount: ____________  
 
Where did you hear about IPMS/USA? Please check all that apply: 
� Local model club    
� Friend    
� Ad in IPMS Journal    
� Facebook 
� Ad in other magazine    

� Internet search    
� IPMS web site  
� I’m a former member rejoining    
� Other ____________

Applications should be printed and mailed to:  
IPMS/USA 
PO Box 56023 
St. Petersburg, FL 33732-6023.  


