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Coming Events

PDK Airport Monthly Meeting -

This month's meeting will beWednesday, February 19, 7 p.m. at
Peachtree-Dekalb Airport (PDK). Turn from Clairmont onto Airport
Rd. Go to the last left turn before reaching the speed bumps. The
street will take you around the hanger and across the ramp. There is
parking just past the ramp. Go in the glass door. Take the stairs to
the left and go up to the second floor. The conference room is just
down the hall. DIRECTIONS
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Model Building Clinic and Q&A-
Saturday, February 29, 1 p.m.

Club Build-Session-
Saturday, March 7, 1 p.m.

http://www.hobbytownduluth.com/
4125 GA-20, BUFORD, GA

Join IPMS Atlanta club
members for model

building and conversation
first and last Saturdays of

each month at
HobbyTown!

Saturday,
March 21, 2020
9 am - 4 pm

IAM Local
Union Hall
1032 S.
Marietta Pkwy
Marietta, GA

https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/annual-contest
https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/monthly-meeting-map-and-direcitons
http://www.ipms-atlanta.org
http://www.ipmsusa.org
http://www.hobbytownduluth.com/
http://www.ipmsusa.org
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CALENDAR

PDK Meeting Notes

01/15/2020 Club business meeting
1. Dues Payable: $10 Payable.
2. Hobby Town - Member Phone Numbers: Members approved giving Hobby Town club member

phone numbers to automatically apply member 10% discount.

3. CHOA Build Session: Jim Elmore confirmed the session is scheduled for Tuesday, January 21,
2020 from 2-3 pm.

4. AtlantaCon 2020 Update:
- Kim Elmore 1) Everyone (including members) pays an entry fee; 2) PayPal will be setup for
payment at the door; 3) Rob Morales will be Head Judge; 4) Brian Mason Make N Take; 5) Jose
Duran Registration.
- Art Murray reminded members to think about trophy sponsors for next year
- Bill Easton asked if anyone was setup to take pictures during show and of category winners. No
comment or discussion ... still needs to be resolved.
- Ed Sveum reminded members to contact either him or Don Gustke with any kits to be donated to
the show raffle.

5. Club Officers: Current office holders, Dave Lockhart (President), Bill Wofford (Vice-President), Art
Murray (Treasurer), and Bill Easton (Secretary) were slated, confirmed, and voted to continue in
their respective positions for another year.

Following club business, members discussed a small but excellent group of models on the table this
month.
The "Model of the Month" Award was a tie: Stew Swartz and Bill Wofford
December meeting Raffle winner was Ed Sveum.

Feb 19: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm
Feb 21-23 AMPS Atlanta 2020

Marietta, GA
https://ampsatlanta.org/

amps-atlanta-annual-show
Feb 29: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
Mar 7: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm
Mar 7: Smokey Mtn. Model-Con

Knoxville, TN
https://
www.knoxvillescalemodelers.com/
annual-model-contest.html

Mar 18: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm

Mar 21: AtlantaCon 2020
Marietta, GA
https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/annual-
contest

Mar 28: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
Apr 7: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm
Apr 15: PDK Airport Monthly Meeting 7-9 pm
Apr 25: HobbyTown Model Build Q&A 1-3 pm
May 2: HobbyTown Build Session 1-3 pm

https://ampsatlanta.org/amps-atlanta-annual-show
https://ampsatlanta.org/amps-atlanta-annual-show
https://www.knoxvillescalemodelers.com/annual-model-contest.html
https://www.knoxvillescalemodelers.com/annual-model-contest.html
https://www.knoxvillescalemodelers.com/annual-model-contest.html
https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/annual-contest
https://www.ipms-atlanta.org/annual-contest
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COMPLETED:
MiG-21, Bill Wofford
F-4, Brian Speer
MiG-17, Bill Johnston
B-58, (1/48), Bill Easton
F-105, Gale Brown, Bill Easton
F-117, Gale Brown
F/A 18, Jim Elmore
F-5, Jim Elmore
F-16B Jim Elmore
F-16C Jim Elmore
A-10, Brian Mason (Lost In Action)
A-10 (Replacement), Ed Hulsey

B-52, (1/48), Ed Sveum
B-1B, (1/48), Ed Sveum
B-17F, (1/48), Ed Sveum
USS Skipjack (1/72), Dave Lockhart
IN PROCESS:
F-100, Art Murray
Berlin Airlift 3-Plane Set (1/144)
Jose Morales Jr, Ray Wheeler, Bill Easton

UNASSIGNED:
A-4 Skyhawk
A-6
F-106
F-86

All models/kits are 1/32 Scale unless otherwise noted.

Models for the Gwinnett Veterans Memorial Museum
http://vetmemorialmuseum.tripod.com/index.html

Recent Build Session:

From 2-3 pm. on Tuesday, January 21, 2020, Jim Elmore, Gale Brown, and Dave Lockhart got together
with kids at the Childrens Healthcare of Atlanta for some model building. Jim also presented the contact
at Egleston, Ansley Johnson with his model CHOA B-17 in appreciation of her help in coordinating the
build sessions with the kids.

Thank you Jim for your continued efforts for the kids at CHOA. And thank you Gale and Dave for
providing your valued participation.

CHOA

Please consider building one of
these models. The museum
folks are always glad to receive
a new model for the museum
ceiling display.

Childrens' Healthcare of Atlanta
at Egleston Hospital

http://vetmemorialmuseum.tripod.com/index.html
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Stew Swartz
1:48

Revell

B-26A Invader

Paint: Alclad, Krylon, and Model
Master, with Tamiya dark wash

Added weight to nose and
nacelles ... still tail-heavy!

The original aircraft was very fast
with lots of firepower.

Jose Morales Jr.
1:25
Revell

Corvette C7.R

Gravity paint and 3-Part Gloss
Scratch built top of engine, and
lowered suspension.
Add on:Aftermarket decals
Represents the car as raced at
Datona Rolex 24-Hour in 2019.

On the Table in January ...
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Bill Wofford
1:72
Hasegawa

E-2C Hawkeye 2000

Paint: WEM

Built straight out of box.

Jim Elmore
1:150 (approx.)

Meng

CHOA B-17

Paint: Tamiya.
Add-on: Kit was de-

militarized with CHOA
(Childrens Healthcare

of Atlanta) custom
decals
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Dave Lockhart
Scale:?
Moebius

HAL 9000

From the movie
2001: A Space Odyssey
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Model of theMonth

Stew Swartz's
Invader

RaffleWinner

Ed Sveum was the
January Raffle Winner!

Congratulations Ed!

Reminder: Get a free raffle ticket for each model you bring to the monthly meeting.
Build 'em and Bring 'em!

Bill Wofford's
Hawkeye

For January ...

A TIE!!!

CONGRATIONS
Stew and Bill!
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FEBRUARY
BUILD SESSION
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JANUARY PDK MONTHLY MEETING

After
meeting
at the
Mad
Italian
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From Jim Elmore:
Info Plaques for Models -
For those who live in Gwinnett and need engraved plaques, try ...
Quality Awards of Grayson
412 HWY 84, Grayson, GA 30017
770-963-9636
qualityawardsofg@bellsouth.net
Per Jim, "I have used them for a variety of info plaques on models and had great results."

Dave Lockhart emailed members the following info about the upcoming Knoxville show ...

Knoxville Scale Modelers Association would like to invite you and your members to the 38th Annual
Smoky Mtn. Model-Con model show and contest on our new date of Saturday, March 7, 2020.We have
changed our show location to the Knoxville Catholic High School, 9245 Fox Lonas Rd., Knoxville,
TN 37923.
Attached you will find the show flyer which includes address, contacts and our website. Also, attached is
the flyer for Disabled Veterans and the Theme definition. Admission is free to disabled veterans and there
family with a service connected Dept. of Veterans Affairs ID Card.
Also, Jose Rodriguez, the US Representative of AK Interactive/MIG Productions, will be demonstrating
their products. Attached is a flyer he prepared.
For more information please see our new website at: www.knoxvillescalemodelers.com
We hope to see you there,
Johnny Galza
President - Knoxville Scale Modelers Association

Sprue Snippings ...
If you run across a source that you think might be helpful to others for their modeling reference, or just for
general interest, please pass it along. For this month ...

From Michael Blackwood:

ICE & SNOW
In Shepherd Paine’s book on Armor Roy Wells writes that he uses this brand exclusively. Compared to
Woodlands it is a great price for a whole kit.

https://www.precisioniceandsnow.com/

http://www.knoxvillescalemodelers.com
https://www.precisioniceandsnow.com/
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Sprue Snippings - Continued

Reminder from Dave Lockhart:

AMPS ...

The AMPS & figure show is coming up in Marietta, Feb 21-23.

https://ampsatlanta.org/amps-atlanta-annual-show

https://ampsatlanta.org/amps-atlanta-annual-show


The Trim Tab February 2020 Page 12

I start this month with a couple of books from con5nental Europe.  From 
HMH Publica+ons in Belgium comes #009 in their Aircra& in Detail series, 
Lockheed-Mar+n C-130 Hercules, Flying with Air Forces around the world.  
This is a square-format, 192 page soDcover which is simply an album of 
color photos of C-130s currently in use, in all their versions, with a mul5tude 
of air forces.  The photography is excellent and varied, though the book’s 
layout is rather haphazard and there is no table of contents or index, so 
finding a par5cular version or air arm will not be easy.  The bonus for the 
modeler is a lot of nice close-up detail photos both outside and inside the 
aircraD, though with so many versions it will be hit or miss finding a 
par5cular photo that might be useful to you.  But if you’re a fan of our local 

product, you’re going to want to find a copy, which is not easy: it is not on Amazon and is sold out at 
Casemate, the U.S. distributor.  Try Avia5on Book Centre in the U.K., which does have copies available 
(www.avia5onbookcentre.com).  The next book in the series is supposed to cover the MiG-31 Foxhound. 

Dutch publisher Lanasta and their Violaero imprint have done a nice series of 
56-page monographs under the Warplane series 5tle that include such varied 
types as the F2A Buffalo and B-58 Hustler.  Now they have started a Warplane 
Plus series that starts with a 164-page soDcover on the A-17, the Northrop 
light bomber which was used by the Dutch, making it an obvious choice.  The 
book starts with Northrop’s fast mailplanes, the Alpha, Beta and Gamma; the 
subsequent Delta was based on the Gamma but with military applica5ons in 
mind, and that led to the A-17 and A-17A.  Its short history in the USAAC is 
followed by service histories in the RAF, Sweden, Argen5na, Peru, Norway and, 
of course, Holland.  There are plenty of good photos, some in color, but no 
close-ups, and some color side-views and insignia details, along with tables 
providing serial numbers and other informa5on.  The navy’s BT-1 (which 
ul5mately led to the Dauntless) gets a brief going over.  While not perfect, this is a nice book on a neglected 
aircraD, and we’ll see what Lanasta does next. 

Guideline Publica+ons has started another new series called Warpaint Avia;on, 
which again contains content derived from the extensive Warpaint series of 
monographs.  The first volume is called Fall of Iron, Light and Medium Bomber 
Aircra& of World War Two.  This covers 8 aircraD from 6 countries, 3 of which are 
usually considered “light” (the Blenheim, SB and Pe-2) and the others considered 
“medium” (the Hampden, He 111, S.M.79, Begy and B-25).  Each aircraD is described 
in from 4 to 11 pages of text and photos and from 2 to 5 pages of color drawings, 
which usually include at least one top and bogom view.  Curiously, the Begy has no 
color drawings but does have a kit build ar5cle; the Blenheim and He 111 have both.  
If you like the aircraD included and like the idea of having them all in one book, this 
one might be worth your while. 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS
by Jim Pernikoff
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Only one Osprey 5tle this month, but it’s an important one: Air Campaign #14, 
Schweinfurt-Regensburg 1943, covers the two raids that basically disproved 
the theory that “the bombers will always get through”, at least without fighter 
cover.  120 B-17s (and over 1200 crewmen) were lost between the two 
missions, and the book tells how and why.  As usual, the graphics excel, as 
artworks showed how the B-17 forma5ons were designed to maximize 
protec5on, and how the German fighters exploited the weaknesses in those 
forma5ons.  Mission route maps showed how the USAAF hoped to fool the 
Germans into expec5ng something else, a procedure that failed.  There is 
coverage of Allied agempts to increase the range of the P-47s and of the use of 
rocket projec5les by Bf 110s against one of the raids.  And of course, the 
inevitable photos of B-17s going down in flames and of others that made it home bagle-damaged, some 
profoundly so.  It’s grim, but it had to be told.  Needless to say, missions of this type were put on hold un5l 
the P-51s became readily available. 

This month’s “big book” is in the renowned Hikoki imprint from Crecy 
Publishing, and is called Strategic Air Command in the UK, 1946-1992.  Former 
C-135 pilot Robert Hopkins tells how the Bri5sh requested a con5nual presence 
of U.S. nuclear-capable bombers in the U.K. aDer WW2 because of worries 
about Soviet inten5ons.  None of the units stayed par5cularly long, but there 
was a steady rota5on.  AircraD progressed from the B-29 to the B-36, B-50, B-47, 
B-52, FB-111 and B-1, and there are plenty of good photos, many in color, and 
tables lis5ng the aircraD, units and bases.  Separate chapters cover opera5ons by 
tankers, ELINT aircraD, SR-71s and U-2s.  Some of the hairier missions are 
described, complete with maps, and the human element isn’t ignored, with 
some info on the rela5onships between the U.S. crews and their Bri5sh hosts.  
An interes5ng appendix shows diagrams of all the bases SAC aircraD operated 
from, with a complete list of aircraD that flew from each one; another lists a 

shockingly long number of aircraD lost on U.K. opera5ons, including a few which were shot down!  There are 
none of the color side views usually found in Hikoki books, but they’re really not missed.  An extensive 
glossary and index make this an outstanding work on the topic, unlikely to be surpassed.  If you liked SAC, 
you’ll love the book. 

A couple of noteworthy updated edi5ons this month.  From White Crow 
Publica+ons comes a second edi5on of their 2007 book, Avia S-199 in Israeli Air 
Force Service 1948-1950.  It remains one of the supreme ironies of military 
avia5on history that the aircraD that, more than any other, saved the Israelis 
from defeat in 1948 was a variant of the Messerschmig Bf 109!  While the 
rough-handling and unreliable Czech-built aircraD didn’t actually accomplish 
that much, their mere presence shocked the Arab neighbors and held the line 
un5l more capable aircraD could be procured.  The book is chock-full of rare 
b&w photos of the aircraD and their pilots, and even includes photos of other 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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aircraD (like a Republic Seabee!) and air raids on Tel Aviv.  There is a table of individual aircraD histories and 8 
pages of nice color side-views, 4 of the Avias, and 4 of other aircraD, including the aforemen5oned Seabee 
and some enemy aircraD.  This series has been progressing quite slowly – only 3 books in 14 years – but I 
hope for more in the future; a book on the T-6 in IAF service is due out this year, and they’re s5ll promising 
one on the Mosquito! 

The other updated edi5on is a Modellers Datafile from SAM Publica+ons and is 
on The Grumman F-14 Tomcat.  Like the other MDF updates, this gets a new 
number – 35 – and a substan5al increase in page count, from 128 in the 
original 2008 volume to 192 in the new one.  And unlike the previous updates, 
which mainly covered new model kits only, this one is essen5ally completely 
rewrigen, with addi5onal content in just about every place except the color 
side-views.  While many of the photos are the same, they are oDen larger in 
the new edi5on.  Some changes are definitely more useful: in the previous 
edi5on the using squadrons were iden5fied with their uniform patches, now 
those have been replaced with color side views of the ver5cal fins, which 
should be welcomed by modelers.  The kit build sec5on has been totally 
redone to reflect new kits, and has been expanded from 9 pages to 33, with 

more comprehensive kit builds and larger photos.  (The kit of choice now is the 1/48 Tamiya, which appears 
3 5mes, and the 1/32 choice is now Trumpeter, but using parts from the Tamiya kit as well.)  The list of 
available kits, accessories and decals is much longer also, but s5ll missing is an evalua5on recommending kits 
in each scale.  One backwards step is the line drawings in the back, which have gone from 1/48 scale on a 
foldout to 1/72 scale on regular pages.  Also the bibliography of other books on the aircraD has been 
deleted.  Should you replace the old book, if you have it, with the new one?  Really, only if you want to build 
one of the new kits recommended.  But if buying the book for the first 5me, the new edi5on is definitely 
worth the higher price you’re likely to pay. 

Following on from last month, a new entry from Schiffer is The Soviet Space 
Program, The N1: The Soviet Moon Rocket.  Most of the book is a chronology 
da5ng back to the first Soviet inten5ons to put a man in space, and it is a lurid 
story of bloated bureaucra5c excess, compe55on between rocket designers, 
and lots of near misses that, of course, we never heard about at the 5me.  The 
1960 R-16 disaster that killed at least 90 workers is described, as is Yuri 
Gagarin’s famous flight, which he was lucky to survive, having been close to 
death on three separate occasions!  The ul5mate problem with the N1 was a 
decision not to test the engine design in advance of flight; ul5mately the 
engine became successful (it is s5ll used today) but at the 5me, trying to get 
30 of them to all fire simultaneously turned out to be impossible.  Only 
towards the end of the book do we get a technical descrip5on of the rocket, 
with the delighqul full-color cutaway drawings that are a valuable feature of 
this and its complementary U.S. series.  Also as usual, the transla5on of Eugen Reichl’s original text is 
some5mes a bit difficult, but you can get through it. 

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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This month’s only bookazine is the annual United States Air Force Air Power 
Yearbook 2020 from Key Publishing.  As usual, most of the book covers current 
USAF affairs, including the new T-7 Red Hawk trainer, the A-10’s new lease on life, 
C-130s in the firefigh5ng role, the increased use of F-35s, including their 
appearance at Weapons School at Nellis AFB, evalua5on of the T-6 Texan II and 
A-29 Tucano for a possible light agack role, and plans for further upgrades to keep 
the B-52 fleet viable.  (Incidentally, the agack version of the Texan II is called the 
AT-6, but in this case the “A” isn’t what it was in WW2!)  The back of the book is 
the usual directory to aircraD, units and bases, covering every type in the USAF, 
including ANG and Reserve units, even the minor types.  This volume and its USN/
USMC counterpart are always good to have.

JIM'S PRINTED MATTERS - Continued
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The following was put together for your information and 
enjoyment by club member Bill Aicklen. 

The race to become America’s highest-scoring fighter pilot was 
sparked by a new plane and a case of Scotch. 
By Winston Groom 
Jan. 10, 2020 11:02 am ET 
In 1942, the conditions under which the war was being fought by Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur’s forces in the South Pacific were abominable—mud, constant rainstorms, 
oppressive heat, more mud, bugs, snakes, enormous mountains, impenetrable jungles. 
And still more mud. Many of the surrounding natives were cannibals. And the 
bureaucrats managing their supplies weren’t much of a help either, hoarding essential 
supplies and equipment in a warehouse in Melbourne, Australia, instead of sending 
them to the front. Of the 40 P-39s sitting on the runway at Seven Mile Drome in Port 
Moresby, New Guinea, only 10 were airworthy. MacArthur’s troops were supposed to be 
protecting Australia from Japanese invasion, but they were sitting ducks whenever a 
squadron of Japanese fighters flew in for a bombing raid. 
Troop morale was at a breaking point. But as John R. Bruning tells us in “Race of Aces: 
WWII’s Elite Airmen and the Epic Battle to Become the Master of the Sky,” two events 
helped spark these boys back to life. The first was the arrival of the Lockheed P-38 
Lightning (“P” stood for “pursuit,” a throwback to the nomenclature of World War I). This 
was a radical new design for a fighter plane. It was twin-engined and twin-boomed, 
meaning there were two fuselages leading to a twin tail. It had a remarkable rate of 
climb, a high ceiling and a top speed of 400 miles an hour. Armed with this innovative 
aircraft, the pilots believed they could finally outmatch the highly maneuverable 
Japanese Zero, which until then had been getting the better of America’s planes. 

 

'Race of Aces' Review: When Lightning Strikes
Submitted by Bill Aicklen
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Four 

Lockheed P-38 Lightning fighters during the 1940s. Photo: Corbis via Getty Images 
Race of Aces 
By John R. Bruning 
Hachette, 522 pages, $30 
The second spark was a visit by Eddie Rickenbacker. This was exactly the boost the 
pilots needed. Not only was Rickenbacker a war veteran who went on to become the 
millionaire president and head of Eastern Airlines, but during World War I he had 
became America’s “Ace of Aces” and received the Medal of Honor. (An ace is a pilot 
who has shot down at least five enemy aircraft.) To help motivate these highly 
competitive flyboys, Rickenbacker offered a case of Scotch to any fighter pilot who 
could top his record of 26 enemy planes. 
At the time, America had never heard of Richard Bong, Gerald Johnson, Neel Kearby, 
Thomas Lynch, Charles MacDonald or Tommy McGuire. But within a year of 
Rickenbacker’s challenge, and with the race to become America’s new Ace of Aces 
updated almost daily in the newspapers and on the radio back home, theirs quickly 
became household names across the country. 

'Race of Aces' Review: When Lightning Strikes
Continued
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The mission of the Fifth Air Force included escorting bombers to their targets, patrolling 
for enemy planes, and attacking enemy airdromes, installations and resupply convoys. 
They flew these missions every day, weather permitting. Many men died in the process, 
but from the beginning it was apparent that the P-38 was superior to all the other 
fighters in America’s arsenal. 
The P-38 soon established its dominance over the Japanese Zeros, Oscars, Kates and 
other fighters, but the secret was to get in and out quickly and not give the enemy pilots 
a chance to use their superior maneuverability in a dogfight. Pilots would dash in from 
above and behind enemy fighters, shooting short bursts from the P-38’s machine guns 
and cannons, then just as quickly zoom upward and away. The motto was “one pass, 
haul ass.” Before long, a handful of young American pilots began making names for 
themselves by racking up their kill numbers. 
Bong, a farm boy from Wisconsin, dropped out of teachers college to join the Air Corps. 
He was assigned to fly P-38s in 1942 and sent to the Pacific that September, becoming 
an ace four months later when he made his fourth and fifth kills shooting down enemy 
planes that were accompanying a resupply convoy. Bong, according to Mr. Bruning, was 
the unlikeliest of aces. Quiet and self-contained in person, he was “the antithesis of the 
ego-driven, aggressive, and arrogant type A character whose swagger on the ground 
matched his skills in the air. Bong had no swagger.” But in the air, Bong was a “wild 
man”: “unpredictable, intuitive, liberated,” he used his superior endurance and 
physicality and “became ferociously aggressive, pushing his Lightning just a little further 
out to the edge of its envelope than others dared to do.” During mock dogfights, his 
flight mates “figured they’d make easy meat of the shy kid. Instead, he feasted on 
them.” By the time Bong departed the Philippines in late 1944, he had shot down 40 
enemy planes and wore every aerial decoration, including the Medal of Honor. He 
remains, to this day, the Pacific War Ace of Aces. 
McGuire was in his final year at Georgia Tech when he left to join the Air Corps training 
program. “Reckless, wild, and supremely aggressive,” we are told, the pilot would often 
return to base “with an overstressed airframe, having pushed the plane beyond its g-
limits.” Over New Guinea he became an ace in two days, shooting down three enemy 
fighters one day and two the next. He flew whenever possible, ultimately shooting down 
38 Japanese planes, second only to Bong. 
Johnson also came to flying through the cadet training program, and was considered 
“one of the finest pure pilots in V Fighter Command.” Following MacArthur in his island-
hopping campaign from New Guinea in 1943 to the Philippines in 1945, Johnson, a soft-
spoken Ohioan, had 22 confirmed kills and another 21 probables. By the end of the war 
he was a 25-year-old lieutenant colonel and the commander of his air group. 
Lynch, a Pennsylvanian whom the newspapers back home dubbed the “champion Zero 
killer,” was credited with shooting down 20 enemy planes. Kearby, a Texan and career 
officer, flew single-engine P-47s, which the P-38 pilots considered unsuitable for aerial 
combat with the Japanese, but he flew them well enough to shoot down 22 enemy 
planes and receive the Medal of Honor. 
MacDonald, another career officer, learned to fly in the Air Corps training program after 
graduating from Louisiana State University in 1938. He shot down 27 enemy planes 

'Race of Aces' Review: When Lightning Strikes
Continued
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and, as a group leader, bunked and flew P-38s with Charles Lindbergh, of Spirit of St. 
Louis fame, during the former Air Corps colonel’s visit to Seven Mile Drome in 1944. At 
the time, Lindbergh went to the South Pacific as a civilian to see for himself how 
American fighter planes shaped up in action. He nevertheless flew multiple combat 
missions in P-38s and got a kill while flying near Ceram Island. 
“Race of Aces” fascinates because of its attention to detail and strong characterization 
of these remarkable men. Mr. Bruning, the author of the best-selling “Indestructible: One 
Man’s Rescue Mission That Changed the Course of WWII,” has been studying these 
pilots for two decades. We get to know their strengths, their driving ambitions and their 
foibles, as well as their loves and hopes in their private lives, so that they come across 
as real, three-dimensional individuals—not easy to pull off with a collection of 20-
something young men, most of whom were killed before the war was over. 
MacDonald, in fact, was the only one to survive the war, going on to a successful 
military career. McGuire, Kearby and Lynch were shot down after violating their own 
axiom of “one pass, haul ass.” Bong died in California, on the day of the atomic blast on 
Hiroshima, during a test flight for a new jet fighter. Johnson died a month after the 
Japanese surrender, when the B-25 he was piloting ran into horrid weather over Japan, 
becoming hopelessly lost and without radio contact. The bailout order was given after 
the plane ran dangerously low on fuel, but two passengers had not brought their 
parachutes aboard. Johnson and his co-pilot gave their chutes to the passengers and 
perished trying to find a place to land. 
Gen. George C. Kenney, Johnson’s commander back on New Guinea, told Johnson’s 
father that his son was “the bravest man I ever knew, and the bravest thing he ever did 
was the last thing, when he did not need to be brave.” 
—Mr. Groom is the author of “The Allies: Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin, and the Unlikely Alliance 
That Won World War II.”

'Race of Aces' Review: When Lightning Strikes
Continued
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Scale Modeler's Brag Sheet

Model Subject: ________________________________________________________________

Kit Used: ____________________________________________________________________

Scale: _______________________________________________________________________

Add-ons: _____________________________________________________________________

Paints: _______________________________________________________________________

Special Techniques: ____________________________________________________________

Any Historical/Background Information: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Modeler's Name: _______________________________________________________________

Scale Modeler's Brag Sheet

Model Subject: ________________________________________________________________

Kit Used: ____________________________________________________________________

Scale: _______________________________________________________________________

Add-ons: _____________________________________________________________________

Paints: _______________________________________________________________________

Special Techniques: ____________________________________________________________

Any Historical/Background Information: ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Modeler's Name: _______________________________________________________________

Fill out and bring with your
model to the club meeting.

Fill out and bring with your
model to the club meeting.
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Applications should be printed and mailed to: IPMS/USA, PO Box 1411, Riverview, FL 33568-1411

To get this application in online "editible" form, go to
http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf

Enter your information, print out the form and mail.

http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2019.pdf

